














GUNSIGHT

BRIDGE UPDATE:
THE FUTURE OF A
HISTORIC PARCEL

Coal Breaker and Mine, Anthracite.
1882-1890. History Colorado. 86.200.652

unsight Bridge is one of those places where past and present meet, where nature and people
intersect. It is more than a landmark, it is a crossroad where the land itself tells a story.

Gunsight Bridge has been a point of passage for over a century. In the late 1800s, the
Anthracite Mine bustled with activity just upstream, producing over a million tons of coal. The Denver
Rio Grande Railroad's spur line once crossed the river here, carrying coal and ore out of the valley, its
tracks starting just beyond the bridge. As the valley’s economy shifted, the mine faded into history, and
the valley embraced a new kind of movement - hikers, bikers, and skiers crossing Gunsight Bridge to
explore the wild landscapes beyond.

With all of this traffic, the site needed help by the early 2000s. The bridge was little more than

a skeleton, and the surrounding lands bore the scars of mining. Recognizing its ecological and
recreational importance, the Crested Butte Land Trust stepped in, purchasing the 120-acre Gunsight
Bridge property in 2003 from Pitkin Iron Corporation. The bridge was repaired, with new decking and
handrails installed, and the Land Trust embarked on a multi-year effort to heal the land. Working with
the Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety, acres of wetlands were restored in 2011, with
15,000 wetland plants carefully reintroduced to stabilize the riverbanks.

But the work wasn’t done.

In studying the health of the Slate River, it became clear that the bridge itself had become part of the
problem, disrupting the river’s natural flow and contributing to erosion along a quarter-mile stretch of
the corridor. To truly restore this place, a new bridge was needed. In 2019, the Land Trust completed a
100-foot suspension bridge designed to better withstand the dynamic nature of the Slate River while
positively impacting the river, its floodplain, and the surrounding habitat.

Today, the Land Trust's commitment to Gunsight Bridge remains unwavering. Last year, we armored
the bridge abutments from erosion, ensuring its long-term integrity. This summer, we will reconvene
a diverse range of stakeholders, including recreationists, conservationists, local government, and
community members, to collaboratively address the ongoing needs of the Gunsight Bridge area.

Gunsight Bridge is a reminder of our past, a gateway to adventure, and a testament to what happens
when people come together to protect the lands they love. With your support, we can continue to care
for this iconic place, ensuring that future generations will stand at this crossroads and see the same
clear waters, open landscapes, and wild beauty that we cherish today.
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ANCIENT PATHWAYS:
PROTECTING WILDLIFE CORRIDORS

he Gunnison Valley is famous for its trails.
Indigenous hunting trails became mining
routes which became depression-era
Civilian Conservation Corps trails that

now form our backcountry trail network. Hunters

and cowboys rely on those trails and other routes

to harvest game and manage livestock. Mountain

bikers and hikers love

the same trails for the

access they provide

to conserved and

public lands. While

humans have been

moving through

these mountains

for millennia, the

routes they followed

were most certainly

created by many

of the same large

mammals that can

be found here

today. For the elk,

bighorn sheep, and

deer that migrate

annually through

these mountains, the

trails they walk have

likely been used by

animals and people

since the glaciers

retreated from the

southern Rockies

13,000 years ago.

With this historic context, the current migration of
large animals across the landscape is a stunning
display of an ancient ritual. These animals are
constantly on the move, and conserved land in the
Gunnison Valley provides critical habitats for their
survival. Today, we know through Colorado Parks
and Wildlife's radio collar tracking program that local
elk travel up to 70 miles twice a year between their
summer and winter ranges. This is the area between
Saguache in the San Luis Valley and Marble in the
far northern portion of Gunnison County. Within
that range are critical habitats that provide winter
forage, spring calving ground, and summer grazing.
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The routes they travel include private and public
lands that possess some similar attributes including
few people, good forage, water, and cover from
predators. You will see elk cows and calves playing
in wetland ponds and marshes along the Slate River,
bulls bugling during the fall rut, and larger herds
moving across open hillsides if you know where and
3 when to look.

Ensuring that our
. local elk herds can
| continue to thrive in
the Gunnison Valley
involves careful
consideration of
where land should
be developed and
where it should be
conserved. When CBLT
explores conservation
opportunities with
| private landowners,
wildlife habitats are
always considered
and protected.
Sometimes those
habitats can coexist
near development
and sometimes
\ those habitats need
& alarge buffer from
% developmentto keep
the animals on the
land. CBLT is proud to protect thousands of acres
critical to the survival of wildlife in the Gunnison
Valley including our cherished big game species,
bears, beavers, and birds like the Great Blue Heron.

If you ever marveled at seeing a moose along the
Slate River, elk cows and calves frolicking in the
marsh, or a giant heron hunting fish along the
stream bank, you are witnessing the benefits of
private land conservation in the Gunnison Valley. The
broad swaths of public land in Gunnison County are
the reason we have abundant and healthy wildlife
populations. The private conserved land near where
we live is the reason we can see and enjoy these
animals close to home.

KAREN JANSSEN AND XAVI FANE

aren Janssen and Xavi (pronounced
"Chevy") Fane have spent decades
giving back to Crested Butte
through art, education, and support
of their environment and conservation.
As longtime community members, their
dedication to the land and its people has left
a lasting impact.

Karen and Xavi met in Crested Butte after
both discovering the valley in the 1980s.

They arrived as winter seasonal workers and
immediately fell in love with the small, tight-
knit community and the open lands that
surrounded them. Though they found Crested
Butte at different times, they both moved here
in October, a coincidence they still celebrate
every year.

“We both just love the natural world and the

quiet it provides,” says Karen. “We have a deep

sense of place and embrace each season as it
comes.”

Karen, an educator and founder of KJ's Music
Academy (offering music education for kids
of all ages), has been involved with the Land
Trust since its early days. She served on the
Board of Directors from 2009 to 2016 and
continues to advocate for local conservation
as a longtime board member of 1% for Open
Space. Her work is driven by a commitment to

both education and conservation, ensuring that

future generations understand the importance
of protecting open spaces. “For me, it's about
the kids,” she says. “So much of this work is for
the next generation.”

Xavi, an avid outdoorsman and photographer,
has spent decades capturing the magic of
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the Gunnison Valley. Whether gliding along
the local Crested Butte Nordic trails or hiking
deep into the backcountry, his lens brings

to life the landscapes that define Crested
Butte. His images do more than document the
land - they connect people to it. By sharing
his photography with local nonprofits, he
helps unify organizations and the community,
highlighting the shared love for open spaces
and outdoor recreation. “l am a nature-loving
guy, and my photography is an extension

of that,” he says. “l am able to give back to
the community through my skills, which is
photography.”

Together, Karen and Xavi remind us that
conservation isn't only about protecting land -
it's about building a community that cherishes
it. Whether through advocacy, education, or art,
their work ensures that the story of this valley
continues to be one of shared passion and
preservation for generations to come.



YOUR SUPPORT MATTERS TO
THE GUNNISON VALLEY.
SEE THE CRESTED BUTTE

LAND TRUST'S
IMPACT FOR 2024
IN NUMBERS ...

Gifts from Our Supporters 56% . CRESTED enjoy volunteering for the Land Trust because of all the great

Events & Other Income 41% ‘ BUTTE LAND !oeople involved ih the organization. B.eing able to help pr<.)tf—:-ct land
TRUST in a spot as beautiful as Crested Butte is an honor and a privilege.
Grants 3% ‘ REVENUE I love how land trusts work with willing landowners to protect
properties with attributes like beautiful views and wildlife habitats.”

Kelly Harrison - President Jamie Henkel
Mike Higuera - Vice President John Mahoney
Jill Indovino - Treasurer Lee Rigby
/ \_ Kiley Flint - Secretary Chris Riopelle
/ Over 100,000 recreational users on conserved lands 4' " Zach Chenault John Simmons
/ 6,665 acres of conserved land monitored Win Craven Terri Von Dohlen

/ 2,000 trail and river recreationists engaged by Recreation and Conservation Ranger Peter Dea
/ 1,377 pounds of food grown at Glacier Farm

/ 1,063 acres surveyed for noxious weeds with 250 pounds of weeds pulled

/ 885 acres of private land conserved (Mt Emmons!)

S / 130 tons of boulders used for erosion control

: / 100 yards of irrigation ditch improvements

/ 18 research projects conducted on 9 conserved properties

................

CRESTED
BUTTE LAND . Land Protection & Mgmt 86%

S TRUST . General Administration 10%
EXPENSES . Fundraising 4%
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Crested Butte -PO BOX 2224
Crested Butte, CO 81224

970.349.1206
cblandtrust.org
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